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DearFamilies,

Thankyou so much for your support this term, it hasbeen wonderful to seeso many of you at our
events,not leastthisǿŜŜƪΩǎChristmasconcertat SttŀǳƭΩǎChurch. Thistime of yearis alwayssobusy
in schoolbut it is by far the most excitingand fun time of year for the childrenand staff. We really
appreciateall the kind commentsand feedbackthat you gaveus and it was sucha great feeling to
finallybebackin the churchsingingin front of anaudience!

Thisis anothernewsletterpackedwith examplesof the thingsthat your childrenhavebeenup to this
term. Pleasetakea momentto grabyourselfa cupof teaandseewhat eachyeargrouphasachieved.

Ona personalnote, pleasecanI takea momentto thankyouall for your kindwordson the gateafter I
returned from paternity leave. Georgeis doingverywell andwe are all getting into new routinesasa
familyof four, so far Henryhassettledwell to beinga big brother andwe are lookingforward to what
the future holdsfor us.

2023promisesto be anotherexcitingyear,pleasekeepan eyeout for upcomingcalendardateswhich
will includetŀǊŜƴǘǎΩEveningsin March.

Have a wonderful break, we will see you in the new year. Wednesday4th Januaryfor Reception
upwards,andMonday9th for Nursery.

Yourssincerely,

Mr PeteBailey
Headteacher

LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME

Asa schoolwe discourageparentsfrom takingpupilsout of school,asit candisrupt continuity and
placesextra pressureon the pupil both before and after the absence,however carefully it is
planned. Pupilsattend schoolfor 38 weeksper year,leaving14 weeksto takea holiday. If a child is
absentfrom schoolfor a two weekholiday,they will miss5%of their educationandwe believethat
this may havea negativeeffect on their level of achievement. Data indicatesthat an attendance
figurebelow95%meansthat childrenmakesignificantlylessprogressthantheir peers.

Someparentsmaybe underthe impressionthat they havea legalentitlement to taketheir children
out of schoolfor up to 10 daysat any time and that all they haveto do is notify the school. The
GovernorsandI feel it is important that we inform parentsthat this isnot the caseandthat there is
no legalentitlement for pupils to haveany time off schoolfor a holiday.

Pleasebe awarethat TheEducation(PupilRegistration)(England)(Amendment)Regulations2013,
which becamelaw on 1st September2013 state that Headteachersmay not grant any leave of
absenceduring term time unlessthere are exceptionalcircumstances. The Headteacheris also
required to determine the number of school days a child can be away from school if leave is
granted.

Unauthorisedabsenceof 5 days or more may result in the issueof a Penalty Notice. Penalty
Notices are issuedby the LocalAuthority in accordancewith SurreyCounty/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎCodeof
Conduct.
ThePenaltyNotice is £60, per child per parent/carer, if paid within 21 daysor £120 if paid after
21 daysbut within 28 days. Failureto pay the Penalty Notice will result in you being serveda
summonsto appearat the MagistratesCourt.

The Headteacherwill considerthe reasonsfor the request carefully and will notify you of the
decision.

Forfurther information,pleaserefer to our SchoolAttendancePolicy.



Thorpe Lea Awards Assembly ςDecember 2022

Award Recipient

KS2 Academic Achievement Kara

KS1 Academic Achievement Flo

Thorpe Lea PE & Sports Cup Daniel

Thorpe Lea Creativity Cup Aadhira 

Community Cup - Donated by Peter Smyth Ben 

The Thorpe Lea Cup Toby 

Thorpe Lea Staff Recognition Mrs Bice 
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Nursery

Nurserystarted their Autumn 2 with a WOWbang!Thechildren
camein wearing their Halloweencostumesand took part in all
the fun activities. FromΨǇƛƴƴƛƴƎthe eyeson the ǎǇƛŘŜǊΩΣpumpkin
painting,makingcupcakesusingplaydoughto performingΨǘƘŜƳ
ōƻƴŜǎΩdanceto all the parents. It wasso lovely to haveparents
comein andbe part of theŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎlearning.

Thankyou to all the parentswho came.



It has been a wonderfully busy Autumn term as usual for us here in
Reception,howeverwe had the help of somelovely teachersto help settle
usin whilst MissNicklesswaspoorly! Theylookedafter usverywell!
Rightfrom the beginningthe childrenhadbeenjoining in with whole school
assembliesand even singingpractise on Wednesdays!The children have
been busy learning the rules of the classroomand playground,building
friendshipsandlearningto listenandrespondto our friendsandadults.
Ontop of that, we haveenjoyeda Halloweendisco,Childrenin Need,Pyjama
Day, our schoolChristmasdinnerandwriting andsendingour letters to Santa
as a class!We have lots more excitingthings comingup next term and we
cannotwait to comebackto schoolandstart our learningafter the Holidays!

In September,Year1 went on an imaginativeadventurewith Drama4all,

which includingtravellingto a far off land, searchingthrough old castles

and fighting off dangerouswitches all in order to help a brave knight

recover his sword. We had so much fun exploring cold artic areas,

crossingflimsybridgesover boilinghot lavaandswimmingthoughdamp

grimyswamps.



Year 2

Autumn Term in Year 2 has been extremely busy with many exciting learning opportunities taking place.  In maths, they have been counting to 100 forwards and backwards.  They are 
secure with their place value knowledge and understand that two digit numbers are made up of 10s and 1s.  The children can add two 2 digit numbers, they can skip count in 2s, 3s, 5s 
and 10s as well as use positional language.  We have used many manipulatives to help with our understanding of maths and children have also used clocks and money.  Most of our early 
morning activities are linked to maths too as well as a daily maths session after lunch.   In English, we have focussed on four books:   The Bear Under the Stairs,  The Journey Home, Great 
Fire of London and Wolves.  Children have completed some amazing writing over the term and have been given many different writing opportunities such as letters, stories, non-
chronological reports, posters and lists.

In Science, the children have learnt about habitats and microhabitats.  We looked at hot, dry habitats such as deserts and the animals that you find in those environments.  We also 
looked at a humid, wet and soggy rainforest.   The children then moved onto the science topic of "changing materials" which linked well with The Great Fire of London and our DT.      
They carried out many investigations to find out which materials were waterproof and which were absorbent.  We carried out teststo try and find out the material with the most 
elasticity.  We learned about the various properties of materials and in DT they had to test the stability of structures and the materials they were using.  This was a great cross-curricular 
activity with maths as they were testing the strength of cuboids and cylinders.   Many teamwork opportunities have been offered too as this helps to support their communication of 
ideas, their confidence and creativity as well as their social skills in terms of sharing, helping each other achieve a common goal and listening.

In computing, the children have been learning to communicate via email.  They can attach documents and know how to share learning to the bulletin board.  The handwriting practise 
continues weekly and noticeable improvement is evident.  In Autumn 2, the children have been practising the Nativity.  They haveauditioned, made props and sung their hearts out. 



Year 3

What a term it has been in Year3! We have all thoroughly
enjoyedour learningandthe fun activitieswe havebeendoing.
We have been looking at; Lengthin Maths, the StoneAge in
History,Rocksin Science,Internet Safetyin Computingand we
havebeenmakingour own masksin DT!
We also learnt about Alma Thomasin Art. We dedicated a
whole afternoon to recreateher famousartwork and learnt all
abouther life.
Lastly,we have had SOmuch fun learning the songsfor the
ChristmasConcert(our classsongespecially). We have some
verytalentedsingersin this class!



Year 4

Year4 havehada fantasticdaydressup andlearningabout the Egyptians. Childrenin
Year4 had the opportunity to bring their learningto life, we exploredartefactsfrom
ChertseyMuseum, created our own 3D pyramids and designedand painted a
Tutankhamunmask. We also had lots of fun learning some Egyptiandance and
writing messagesin Hieroglyphics.

A brilliant dayhadby all!


