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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
As parents, you have a legal responsibility to ensure your child's attendance at school.
During the academic year, pupils are at school for 190 days and at home for 175 days.
Please be aware that The Education (Pupil Registration)(England)(Amendment)
Regulations 2013, state that Headteachers may not grant any leave of absence during term
time unless there are exceptional circumstances. The Headteacher is also required to
determine the number of school days a child can be away from school if leave is granted.
Please complete and submit the form on our website if you wish for the Headteacher to
consider your request for your child’s leave of absence for exceptional circumstances. We
may ask for proof to validate your request. The Headteacher will consider the reasons for
the request carefully and you will be notified of the decision. For further information, please
refer to our School Attendance Policy.
Unauthorised absence of 5 days or more will result in the following action being taken:

1.  If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children in a rolling 3 year
period since 19 August 2024, then the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of £160.00,
per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if paid
within 21 days of receipt of the notice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey
County Council considering legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court.
 
2.   If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children since 19 August 2024,
the rolling 3 year period will be activated from the date of the first penalty notice and the
second penalty notice will be charged at the flat rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child,
if paid within 28 days. There will be no reduction for payment within 21 days. Failure to pay
the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering legal proceedings
against you in the Magistrates Court.
 
3.   If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this child/children in the rolling 3 year
period since the first penalty notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third penalty
notice – Surrey County Council will have no option but to consider a prosecution, per
parent/carer per child, in the Magistrates Court under s 444 Education Act 1996.
 

Parental Survey

Dear families,

It is often hard to sum up a whole academic year with just a few words, but as I reflect, I
remain incredibly grateful and extremely fortunate to be part of our wonderful
community. This year has not been without its challenges, but our staff have always
prioritised the wellbeing of our children at every turn and kept them at the centre of
every decision.

As you are aware, earlier this year our school was inspected by Ofsted - a significant
undertaking for every school. Reflecting on the outcomes, we are extremely pleased to
have received such positive validation for the hard work of our dedicated team.
Importantly for me, the report outlines the importance within our school of positive
relationships, pride, mutual respect and nurturing care that is shown both between
children and in their relationships with the adults. Something for which we are incredibly
proud.

The end of the school year can often bring changes, and this year is no exception. Miss
Scott was going to be leaving Thorpe Lea, but I'm delighted to let you know she will be
staying on and has secured a role working in our Nursery.

As you are aware, we are saying a sad farewell to Miss Rickett as she moves on to a
new chapter. Miss Rickett's creativity and passion have been a fundamental part of
Thorpe Lea over the years and she will be hugely missed. Thank you Miss Rickett for
everything that you have done - your legacy at Thorpe Lea will live on through all of the
wonderful ideas you have brought to our school!

I hope that you all have a wonderful break; be safe and enjoy your time off, and we look
forward to welcoming you back in September.

Finally, the very best of luck to our Year 6 class - you'll be amazing!
Mr Collin

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=S2tA4C8bEk2kdL6cKHmIlQMEjDgBUr5Ch-REJl4AGoJUOTU0S0dDUk01RFlPV0hINjVJS1hVVktBMS4u


Award Recipient

KS2 Academic Achievement Delilah-Blu Desousa

KS1 Academic Achievement Jaxon Keenan

Thorpe Lea PE & Sports Cup Opi-Kwaku Appiah Kubi

Thorpe Lea Creativity Cup Sophie Harris

Community Cup - Donated by Peter Smyth Shanvi Kumar

The Thorpe Lea Values Award Ashley Sharma

Thorpe Lea Staff Recognition Mrs Kerton

Thorpe Lea Awards Assembly – Summer 2026



Star of the week
This week's winners are:
Nursery - Myla
Reception - Arya
Year 1 - Tommy 
Year 2 - Aria 
Year 3 - Macsen 
Year 4 - Lilly 
Year 5 - Noah 
Year 6 - All of Year 6   

This week's winners demonstrated RESPECT throughout
their learning:
Nursery - Joseph
Reception - Macsen
Year 1 - All of Year 1
Year 2 - Asma
Year 3 - Oliver
Year 4 - Sebastian
Year 5 - Rivon  
Year 6 -Tommy

 
Reception - 90.7%  
Year 1 - 84.8%
Year 2 - 88.0%
Year 3 - 94.1% This week's joint winners!
Year 4 -90%
Year 5 - 94.1% This week's joint winners!
Year 6 - 84.7 %
Overall  - 89.2%

The pupils here are awarded house points for all manner of things that they
do well. Each week they are counted up by our House Captains and the
winning house announced in assembly. Congratulations go to Langton, who
earned the most house points for this week!

1st  - King John with 404 points
2nd - Fitzwater with 330 points
3rd -  Pope with 232 points
4th -  Langton with 206 points

Attendance

Value of the week Housepoints



Nursery Reception
During Summer 1, our topic was 'The Seasons'. Each week, the children explored a different season of the year
and discovered how the world around us changes throughout the seasons. The children enjoyed a range of

hands-on activities, including sensory trays filled with seasonal resources and exploring natural materials that
can be found during each time of year. We talked about the weather, changing colours, plants and animals,

and the children loved sharing their own experiences of each season.

One of the highlights of the term was taking part in Thorpefest! Nursery joined Reception to perform 'Wannabe'
by the Spice Girls in front of the rest of the school. The children were fantastic performers and thoroughly

enjoyed being part of the school festival. They also worked together to create an amazing 90s-themed boom
box for our Canstruction competition, showing wonderful teamwork and creativity.

In Summer 2, our topic was 'All Creatures Great and Small'. The children explored a fascinating variety of
animals, from enormous dinosaurs to tiny minibeasts. We also learnt about farm animals and family pets,
discussing what they need to stay healthy and how we can care for them responsibly.
A real highlight of the term was our very first Nursery school trip to ACS Egham. The children had an
unforgettable day meeting a variety of farm animals and reptiles. They had the opportunity to hold, stroke and
feed many of the animals while learning about how they are cared for. It was wonderful to see the children's
confidence grow as they experienced so many new things.
Another truly special experience this term was watching our chicken eggs hatch. The children were fascinated
as they observed the chicks developing before witnessing the magical moment a chick emerged from its egg.
Once the chicks were old enough, the children carefully held them and learnt about the importance of keeping
them safe, warm, well-fed and hydrated. This was a memorable experience that sparked many thoughtful
conversations and questions.

Reception – What a Fantastic End to the Year!
The last couple of terms in Reception have been packed with exciting learning, memorable experiences and

lots of fun! One of the highlights was our trip to Bocketts Farm, where the children had a wonderful day
meeting animals, exploring the farm and learning about life on a working farm. Back in school, we were

fascinated by our butterfly project, carefully watching caterpillars transform into beautiful butterflies before
releasing them into the wild. The children were also incredibly proud to perform in their class assembly,

confidently sharing their learning with parents and the rest of the school.
We have also enjoyed a busy term of sporting and cultural activities. The children showed fantastic

enthusiasm and determination during Sports Day, cheering each other on and taking part with huge smiles.
In our learning about different countries, we explored England, Spain and Italy, developing our geography

skills and discovering what makes each place unique. We loved trying new foods, including delicious
Spanish tapas and making our own mini pizzas inspired by Italy!

To top it all off, Reception bravely tackled a summer heatwave! We found lots of fun ways to keep cool,
including splashing in the paddling pool and enjoying refreshing ice lollies in the sunshine. It has been a truly

fantastic end to the year, and we are so proud of how much the children have grown in confidence,
independence and curiosity. We know they are more than ready for their exciting next adventure in Year 1!



 

Year 2Year 1
Perform drama workshop:

Year 1 thoroughly enjoyed taking part in a Perform
Drama workshop, where they had the exciting

opportunity to meet Peter Pan! Through drama, role-
play and imaginative activities, the children explored

storytelling, developed characters, and built their
confidence in using their creativity and imagination

Dr Metcalfe Workshop

Children enjoyed an exciting Dr
Metcalfe workshop, where they

investigated minibeasts like
woodlice and learned more

about the natural world. Using a
microscope, the children closely

observed tiny details and
developed their curiosity and

scientific enquiry skills.

DT

In Design and Technology, the children worked
collaboratively to design and create their own

puppets. They carefully planned their ideas,
selected suitable materials and used the

gluing techniques to bring their designs to life.
This hands-on project encouraged creativity,
problem-solving and the development of fine
motor skills. The children thoroughly enjoyed

the experience and were proud of their
finished creations

In Maths, Year 1 developed their understanding of
fractions, multiplication and division through a range of

practical and engaging activities. The children used
counters and other resources to help them represent,

share and group quantities, building their confidence and
deepening their understanding of key mathematical

concepts.

Maths

This term was an action-packed one which involved a trip to
Windsor Castle, Thorpe Fest and Sports Day.

The King himself was present at Windsor Castle for the morning
during our visit. We knew this due to the special flag that was flying
above the castle. This flag is called The Royal Standard. We started
our day with a lesson about a coronation and the important role of

the Arch Bishop of Canterbury. After this we walked around the
castle and saw many impressive sights such as the iconic doll’s

house, weapons and artefacts from all over the world, and
incredible artwork.

The third Thorpe Fest took place in the summer
and our song Wonderwall was not just stuck in

our heads during the festival time, but it was also
recognised after every England football match at

the World Cup.

Speaking of, Year 2 spent time every day discussing
and learning about the World Cup and how the

tournament works. We discussed and learned about
countries near and far, and cheered on different

teams. These worldwide events are a great at
learning geography, culture, sportsmanship and

making memories.
Year 2 are ready for their move into KS2 and into

Year 3. But before that, they are ready for the
summer holidays! Thank you for your continued and

ongoing support.



 Year 3
What a term it has been for Year 3! Year 3 have consistently surprised us with all of their courage and hard work this term.

In English, we have been writing persuasive letters and working on our fronted adverbials. The class have really improved their presentation and handwriting too.
Learning about Time and Data in Math has been challenging but nothing that Year 3 couldn’t handle. The whole class are excellent Math-magicians!

Our trip to Painshill Park was amazing and the children really made us proud with their excellent behaviour.
Year 3 have also worked hard taking part in the Be Your Best programme, learning how to eat healthy and to look after our bodies every day.

We have also worked hard on our assembly and it was wonderful to watch them share this with their parents.



Year 4
As we reach the end of an unforgettable year, it is hard to
believe just how much Year 4’s achieved! From the very
beginning, this class has embraced every challenge,
celebrated every success, and supported one another through
every adventure. It has truly been a year filled with curiosity,
creativity, resilience, laughter, and friendship. 

Our English journey has taken us from the dramatic cliffs of The
Iron Man, reflecting with The Selfish Giant, collected memories
in The Matchbox Diary and as far back as the mysteries of The
Story of Tutankhamun, where we wrote suspenseful narratives,
diary entries, newspaper reports, letters of advice, instructional
texts, persuasive letters, postcards, character descriptions, and
informative pieces. Throughout it all, the children have grown
into confident writers who are not afraid to take risks and let
their creativity shine.

In Comprehension, we explored how lighthouses work, delved
into the powerful messages of The Undefeated, followed
Stella's icy adventures while travelling with The Polar Bear
Explorers' Club, and learnt how to retrieve, infer, predict, explain,
summarise, and justify our ideas using evidence from the text.
Our discussions have been thoughtful, insightful, and often full
of excitement as we tried to predict what might happen next.

Our mathematicians have worked incredibly hard this year.
From place value and rounding to column methods, fractions,
decimals, money, time, geometry, statistics, and multiplication
and division, the children have shown determination and
perseverance. They have tackled their Times Table Rock Stars
challenges with enthusiasm and completely smashed their
MTC’s

In Science, we explored digestion, food chains, electricity, sound, and changing states
through a range of exciting investigations, from measuring sound levels to examining

owl pellets and discovering how ice melts.

In History, we journeyed through the Ancient Maya civilisation before stepping into the
world of the Romans during our visit to Reading Museum. In Geography, we learned

where our food comes from and the importance of fair trade.

In Music, we developed our ukulele skills and enjoyed performing in assemblies and at
ThorpeFest. Of course, our year would not have been complete without plenty of Taylor

Swift singalongs along the way!

In PSHE, we explored families, relationships, and wellbeing, while in RE we learned about
Buddhism and considered important questions about religions and sacred texts.
Through Football, Netball, Swimming, Sports Day, and District Sports, the children

showed resilience, teamwork, and excellent sportsmanship.

Beyond the curriculum, Year 4 has shone brightly through class
assemblies, school performances, charity events, Science Day,
Harvest Festival celebrations, Christmas concerts, Thorpe Lea's

Got Talent, school trips, and countless moments of kindness and
friendship. We have celebrated successes big and small,
supported one another through challenges, and created
memories that will last far beyond the classroom walls.

As The Year of the Swifties comes to an end, we are reminded of
one of our favourite Taylor Swift lyrics: "Hold on to the memories,

they will hold on to you." This year has been filled with exactly
that, memories. Memories of laughter, learning, performances,

achievements, friendships, and growth. Whilst we are sad to say
goodbye to this chapter, we are so excited to see what the next

one holds.

Thank you to all of our wonderful families for your support
throughout the year. It has been a privilege to teach such a

special group of children. We are incredibly proud of every single
one of them and know they will continue to achieve amazing

things as they embark on their Year 5 adventure.

Have a wonderful, restful summer, Year 4. Keep being curious,
keep being kind, keep being brave, and never forget that once a

Swiftie, always a Swiftie. 💛🎶
Miss Stabler ✨           Miss Callcutt ✨

Miss Downs 🌟            Miss Khan 🌟



.

Year 5

For Thorpe Fest, the class voted to create a can-
struction inspired by the Titanic. Year 5 loved

reading about the Titanic in their comprehension
lessons, especially spotting how it also appears
in Kaspar: Prince of Cats during our English unit;
several children were so inspired that they went

on to write an advertisement for booking a
Titanic experience, blending history, imagination

and persuasive writing.
Year 5 created their own bath bombs as part of Dr Metcalfe’s science

experiment, exploring how chemical reactions work in a fun, hands-on way.

Year 5 tasted and evaluated different

bolognese sauces, using descriptive

vocabulary to explain flavour, texture and

aroma. They also guessed whether each

sauce was homemade or shop-bought

and gave a star rating out of five.

Year 5 had a brilliant time supporting and encouraging their house teams, cheering
them on through a wide range of Sports Day activities and showing fantastic

teamwork throughout.

Well done, Year 5 — you have worked incredibly hard this year and should feel proud of everything you’ve
achieved. Your creativity, courage, respect and collaboration have made our classroom a brilliant place to
learn. I wish each of you the very best of luck as you move into Year 6 — keep shining, keep trying, and keep

believing in yourselves.



Year 6

It is hard to believe that the academic year has come to an end. It has
been a long and extremely busy term for our Year 6 cohort. The children

have shown resilience and enthusiasm, balancing their academic
commitments with a variety of enriching experiences. Below are some

of the highlights of this term:
SATs: The children worked incredibly hard throughout their SATs tests in
May. We were very grateful for the sausage sandwiches, croissants and
fruit juice that was laid out by Mrs Edwards and Mrs Hall every morning

of that week.

‘The Amazing Adventures of Superstan’ End of Year Production: One of
the highlights of the whole year has to be the production. The

confidence, enthusiasm, and hard work shone through in every
performance. From learning lines and songs to supporting one another

behind the scenes, Year 6 should all be incredibly proud of what they
achieved.

SATs: The children worked incredibly hard throughout their SATs tests
in May. We were very grateful for the sausage sandwiches, croissants

and fruit juice that was laid out by Mrs Edwards and Mrs Hall every
morning of that week.

Leavers’ Hoodies: It was a real joy to see the children receive their
leavers’ hoodies once the final SATs paper had been completed.
There was a beautiful moment when the children voluntarily give

every pupil a round of applause when they came up to receive their
hoodie.

Thorpefest: Yet again, Thorpefest was a resounding success - filled
with fun, laughter, and, of course, the joyful sounds of our pupils

singing. Year 6 belted out ‘Football’s Coming Home’. Many thanks
must go to Miss Rickett who organised such a wonderful day!

Transition Days: The transition days at their new secondary schools
were another important milestone for many of our pupils. It was
wonderful to see the children take this step with confidence and

excitement, ready to embark on a new chapter of their educational
journey.

Residential: Our three-day residential trip at High Ashurst was an
unforgettable experience filled with adventure, laughter, and personal
growth. It was a joy to witness the bonds formed amongst the children

during this time.



This May was our third Thorpefest and it was as exhilarating, exciting and sunny as
ever.

We went back 30 years to 1996; after celebrating 1974 and 1985 in our previous two
Thorpefests many staff were very pleased to land on a decade that they were
actually alive in! We started the day with our ‘canstructions’ which saw each class
using their collaboration and creativity skills to make a sculpture out of the donated
cans. We also spent the morning making pogs - small discs that children decorated
and then played a game which involved piling them up before using a ‘slammer’ to
flip them over.

After break, we had our concert with each class performing a song from 1996. We
had the Spice Girls, Lightning Seeds, Pet Shop Boys, No Doubt and, of course, Oasis.
As always, it was a brilliant showcase for the many talented singers and dancers in
our school. We topped this off with Thorpe Lea’s own version of ‘Ironic’ complete with
quiet verses and singing at the top of your lungs choruses.

In the afternoon, we welcomed students from ACS Egham who ran the majority of
the activities as part of their community engagement programme. This included
bracelet making, storytelling, Beat the Goalie and musical chairs. We also ran our old
favourites: face painting, glitter tattoos, giant bubbles and ice lollies courtesy of the
PTA. To top it all off, we ended as always with slip’n’slide with the odd water fight
thrown in for good measure! It is always such a joyous day – a chance for children
to embrace the school values, express themselves and let off some steam.

Thorpefest is now firmly established in the school calendar and is something that
children (and staff!) very much look forward to. Let’s see what next year brings!

Thorpefest 



As we look ahead to September, we are excited to begin our partnership with OPAL (Outdoor
Play and Learning), which will help us create even more engaging, creative and adventurous

play opportunities for our children. 
As part of this exciting project, we will be looking for volunteers from our school community who

can donate their time, skills and expertise to help build, create and improve outdoor play
spaces. Whether you enjoy woodworking, construction, painting, gardening, making resources

or simply lending a helping hand, we would love to hear from you. We will also be asking for
donations of resources throughout the year, such as tyres, crates, pipes, fabric, pallets and

other loose parts that can be safely repurposed for children's play. 
Every contribution, big or small, will help us create a rich and exciting outdoor environment

where children can play, explore, create and learn together. 
More information will be shared in the new school year, and we look forward to working

together to make OPAL a fantastic success at Thorpe Lea.

On 5th July, Thorpe Lea's Summer Fair brought together pupils, families, staff and members of the
local community for a fantastic afternoon of fun and fundraising. There was something for

everyone to enjoy, with a variety of games, stalls, activities and a delicious BBQ, which proved to be
a popular attraction throughout the event. The fair created a wonderful atmosphere, giving

everyone the chance to celebrate the end of the school year and spend time together as a school
community.

We are delighted to share that the Summer Fair raised an amazing £2,023. This fantastic total
would not have been possible without the generosity and support of our parents, carers,

volunteers, staff and local businesses. A huge thank you goes to everyone who donated prizes, ran
stalls, helped with the BBQ, and attended on the day. The money raised will be used to enhance

opportunities and resources for our pupils, and we are incredibly grateful for the enthusiasm and
community spirit shown by everyone involved. 

We would like to extend a very special thank you to Mrs Kerton for her dedication, hard work and
enthusiasm in organising this year's Summer Fair. From coordinating activities and arranging stalls

to ensuring everything ran smoothly on the day, Mrs Kerton's commitment was instrumental in
making the event such a wonderful success.

We look forward to making next year's Summer Fair an even greater success! 

PTA Summer Fair Welcome to Opal 



🌟‌ Meet the MP: Mini Parliament Visit 

Our Mini Parliament children were
delighted to welcome Ben Spencer, our

local MP, to school. He spent time
discussing his work in the community
and sharing future plans for our area.

The children asked thoughtful questions
about his job, how decisions are made,
and what hopes he has for our school’s
development. Dr Spencer praised their

curiosity and engagement, and our
pupils represented the school brilliantly.



Wraparound Care at Thorpe Lea Primary School

Bookin
gs‌

 ‌Now‌ ‌

availab
le! 

New for
September

2026 



Catering - provided by 

We are delighted to present
the new lunch menu available

from September 2026
provided by our new catering

partner The Pantry

Accounts will be going live
over the next couple of weeks
- please keep an eye out for

your account activation
message!

Once received, you can order
lunches using the QR code

below:

New Menu 



FACE Timetable

Please see the April timetable for FACE.

FACE offers parents practical advice, information and support,
across a wide range of topics, including supporting neurodiverse
children, understanding emotions and managing behaviour.

Go to facefamilyadvice.co.uk or click here Go to PARENTS – Live
talks page.

Accessing the talks free of charge: Thorpe Lea Primary School
and Nursery access code is TL270325

This can be used by any parents or staff from our school for
unlimited access to all the regular FACE Parent Talks (usually £24
each). The code cannot be used on any other FACE services and
must not be shared with parents or staff from other schools.

At the payment stage of booking, add the school code where it
says ADD PROMO CODE. This will drop the price from £24 to £0.

https://www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk/
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