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Thorpe Lea Primary School & Nursery

The Swan’s Bill
Friday 2nd October  2026

Headteacher’s Message

Dear families,

I'm writing to you today on my 40th birthday, feeling extremely proud
and slightly overwhelmed. I've been completely spoiled by the children
and staff this morning with some lovely surprises and a wonderful
assembly - even my wife and parents turned up to surprise me! I am so
lucky to be part of such a wonderful community at Thorpe Lea and
grateful to our team who inspire our children every single day.

Of course, we must remember how important it is for our children teach
and inspire each other. Today, I was delighted to introduce our newest
members of Mini Parliament and our Wellbeing Warriors. These children
have such a vital role to play in our school; supporting each other and
being the voice of the students. It is amazing to see them take pride in
these roles and I look forward to seeing them in action.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend!
Mr Collin



Nursery Mohammad

Reception Nyla

Year 1 Amayrah

Year 2 Jason

Year 3 Isabelle

Year 4 Logan

Year 5 Harry

Year 6 Noah

Nursery Jessica

Reception Ralph

Year 1 Joshua-Eden

Year 2 Milena

Year 3 Charlie

Year 4 Macsen

Year 5 Finley

Year 6 Stevie

Star of the Week Value of the Week

House points
The pupils here are awarded house points for all manner of things
that they do well. Each week they are counted up by our House
Captains and the winning house announced in assembly.
Congratulations go to Fitzwalter who earned the most house points
this week
                       1st   -  Fitzwalter - 405 points 
                       2nd - King John - 392 points
                       3rd  - Pope - 343 points 
                       4th  - Langton - 290 points 

https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=875&type=pdf
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=875&type=pdf


Attendance

 This week’s tip: 
Get your school bag ready the night before, ready for the next
morning.

‘Tip of the Week'



Classroom Learning

Nursery 

Reception

This week in Nursery we have been reading a book called 'Rosa Parks' from the 'Little
people, BIG DREAMS' collection. This is because October is Black History Month and the
children learnt about how Rosa stood up against rules that were unfair and fought to
change them. The children made their own rocking red bus and we talked about how we
can make sure we are treating each other fairly. In maths we continued to develop the
children's comparison skills in identifying groups of objects with 'more' and 'fewer' items. 

This week in Reception, we have been busy learning lots of new things! In Phonics, we
learnt to read and write the sounds "p, g, o and c". The children have thoroughly enjoyed
receiving and reading their very own phonics books.
In Maths, we explored different ways to sort groups by size, colour and shape, and had a
go at creating our own sorting rules. In Geography, we looked at a bird's-eye view map of
our school and identified different areas around the site.
In Art, inspired by the story Funny Bones, we created our own "dark, dark hill" pictures. In
Science, we investigated different sounds and explored whether they were loud or quiet.
In PSED, we focused on recognising our emotions, thinking about why we feel certain
ways, and learning coping strategies to help us regulate our feelings. It has been another
fantastic week of learning!
Also please can you add a section about RWI Phonics just for Reception:

Fred Talk Practice at Home

To support your child's phonics learning, please click the link below to access some fun
Fred Talk (blending) games. These games will help your child practise saying the sounds
and blending them together to read words. Regular practice, even for a few minutes
each day, can make a big difference to their reading confidence. 📚😊

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/resources/vc-pathways/531015/Mgj2Z3G1kNud5D7N

https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Nursery&pid=186
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Nursery&pid=186
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Reception&pid=187


Year 3

Year 4

This week, Year 4 have started their new Maths topic on addition and subtraction, using
the column method and practicing how to exchange. In Writing, the children have
written their own suspense stories based on 'The Iron Man', focusing on creating cliff-
hanger endings. They have been a joy to read! On Wednesday, we enjoyed a visit to
Magna Carta School to watch the Royal Army Band, where the children took part in
interactive musical games, singing and dancing while learning about the different
instruments and their sounds. It was a fantastic experience enjoyed by all and hopefully
may have inspired some children to learn a new instrument in the future. 

Year 2

Year 1

This week in Year 3, we were delighted to be invited to Magna Carta School to watch a
performance by the British Army’s ensemble. This was a fantastic opportunity for the
children to experience live music and make connections with our current music lessons,
particularly our work on listening carefully and identifying high and low pitches within
music. The children thoroughly enjoyed listening to the British Army’s ensemble and
were fascinated by the different instruments and sounds they heard. It was a wonderful
experience that brought our classroom learning to life!

This week we have looked at writing in the present tense and took inspiration from
David Attenborough to make our writing more interesting. In Maths we have been
looking at our number bonds to 10 and applying them in different ways to help us add
quicker. 

This week, we planned and drew a story map for our new alien character we
collaborated to create together called Fluffy, ready to write our story next week. In Maths,
we completed our Place Value unit and began Addition and Subtraction, using part-
whole models to explore how two parts make a whole. In Science, we learned about
weather changes across the season. In Music we practised creating our own beats while
developing our understanding of pulse.

https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+3&pid=190
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+4&pid=191
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+2&pid=189
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+1&pid=188


It's been another busy week in Year 6. In comprehension, we have started a new book
entitled 'Holes', which the children are fully engaged in already. In writing, the children
wrote and illustrated their own versions of the poem 'Overheard in the Saltmarsh'. On
Wednesday, the children enjoyed their trip to Magna Carta; their behaviour was
outstanding and they were a pleasure to be around. Well done, Year 6! Next week is
mock SATs week. The children don't need to worry about it at all. These tests are just a
guide for Mr Turner to know where the gaps in knowledge are so he can plan
accordingly. 

Year 6

This week in Maths, we have been learning how to add and subtract numbers with more
than four digits. We also practised rounding numbers and using the inverse operation to
check that our calculations were correct.
In English, we have been studying setting descriptions, focusing on how authors create
vivid images for the reader. We are looking forward to describing New York City next
week and using exciting vocabulary to bring the setting to life.
In Science, we learnt about solutions and investigated different mixtures. We explored
whether particles were mixed or layered, and observed whether solutions appeared
coloured or clear.
In RE, we learnt about a range of inspirational people who stood up for their beliefs and
made a positive impact on society. This links beautifully with our assembly on Monday
for Black History Month, where the theme was "Honouring Our Communities: Past and
Present." We reflected on the important contributions people have made throughout
history and continue to make within our communities today.

Year 5

https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+6&pid=193
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+5&pid=192


Thorpe Lea Family (TLF) News

🌟 Join the Thorpe Lea Family Team! 🌟

We're looking for volunteers to help keep our fantastic TLF community
thriving. 

After years of dedication, some of our wonderful committee members
are stepping down due to other commitments. We're now looking for

enthusiastic parents, carers and supporters to help continue the
fantastic work of TLF.

Could you be our next:
🎉 Chair
📝 Secretary
💷 Treasurer

No experience needed, and roles can be shared.

✨ Make a difference for our children

✨ Meet new people

✨ Help organise events and fundraising

📅 TLF AGM
Wednesday 4th November, 5:00pm

To find out more, please contact:
📧 tlf@thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk

💙 New Faces • New Ideas • Same Amazing Community 💙



Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 attend the 
British Army’s Engagement

Ensemble

On Wednesday we went to Magna Carta to watch The British Army Band perform to us - it
was a great experience and we had lots of fun with our friends. 
As soon as the band started playing and the singer started singing we all started
dancing. 
Three of us were chosen to do a challenge. We didn't win but we fist pumped the boy who
did. He did really well. 
The band play some more and we started a Mexican wave that almost worked. 
Personally, we thought that 'I Need A Hero' was their best song. Everyone joined in singing
and all of us left our seats and danced in front of the stage. 
It was the best day at school ever!!

Alex and Steve - Year 6



Introducing our 2026 
Wellbeing Warriors

The 2026 Wellbeing Warriors are:
Year 2  
Deputy
Year 3 
Deputy          
Year 4 
Deputy           
Year 5 
Deputy           
Year 6 
Deputy            

Blake and Eden
Rosie
Luca and Olivia
Robyn
William and Evie
Maisie
Max and Evie
Darcie
Harvey and Shanvi
Jasmine

This week, our newly appointed Wellbeing Warriors proudly received their lanyards
and badges during Celebration assembly. We also enjoyed wearing yellow to

support World Mental Health Day, helping to raise awareness of the importance of
looking after our mental health and wellbeing. 💛



Upcoming Events

Reception Open Afternoon

Tuesday 13  Octoberth

Wednesday 14  Octoberth

Harvest Festival

Individual and Sibling Photos

Selected Children from Year 4, 5 and 5
Cross Country Relay

Friday 16  Octoberth

Thursday 15  Octoberth

PTA Halloween Disco

Half Term

From Monday 19  October - Friday 30  October th th



FACE  
October  Timetable

Runnymede Family
Centre

Local  Events



The Pantry

As the weather begins to get colder, a hot school meal can be a
warm and comforting part of your child’s day. Our catering provider,

The Pantry, offers a variety of delicious, freshly prepared meals to help
keep children warm, nourished and ready to learn.

Please see the menu below for the tasty options available each day. 



Thorpe Lea Primary School Autumn Term
2026 Enrichment Calendar 



Contact Us

The School Office is available 8am -4pm, Monday to Friday. If you require
assistance, please message via the Studybugs App or contact us on:

office@thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk

Thorpe Lea Primary School and Nursery
Huntingfield Way

Egham
TW20 8DY

01784 456398
www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk
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