Thorpe Lea Primary School & Nursery

The Swan’s Bill
Friday 16th October 2026

Headteacher’'s Message

Dear families,

I'd like to start this week’s message by congratulating all of the children that took
part in the schools Cross Country Relay event yesterday at Bedfont Lakes. Pupils
from years 4,5,&6 competed against 12 other schools in what was an amazing
but challenging event. Each child raced the 1.4km course, traversing gravel,
grass, woodland and hills. They encouraged each other throughout and
demonstrated such incredible team work. The staff and parent spectators were
all incrdibly proud and | was exhausted just watching. Well done!

I'd like to reflect at this point in the year, on the importance of prioritising
attendance to support our pupils’ learning. Every day in school matters.
Regular attendance helps children keep up with new learning, build securely on
what they already know and take a full part in school life. Even short or repeated
absences can make it harder for children to maintain continuity in their learning.
Unfortunately, our percentage of persistent absence is higher than we’'d like and
we’'d value your support to improve this. Please get in touch with the team if we
can offer any support or assistance and help us reach our goal of significantly
improving our school attendance this year.

Finally, thank you to all our children, families and staff for their hard work and
support throughout the half term. | hope everyone has a happy, relaxing and
well-deserved half term break, and we look forward to welcoming the children
back refreshed and ready for the next half term.

See you all back here on the 2" November! &
Mr Collin Y - _
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Star of the Week Value of t_he Week

Nursery Amy - Lou Connie, Octavia
Nursery .
& Flossie
Reception Shaan
Reception Louie
Yearl Murtaza
Year1 Charles-Henry
Year2 Ashley
Year 2 Emmi & Rosie
Year 3 Robyn
Year3 Olivia
Year 4 Ella
Year 4 Evie
Year5 Evie
Year5 All of Year 5
Year 6 Poppy
Year 6 Delilah
House points

The pupils here are awarded house points for all manner of things that they do
well. Each week they are counted up by our House Captains and the winning
house announced in assembly. Congratulations go to Fitzwalter who earned the
most house points this week.

Ist - Fitzwalter - 461 points
2nd - Langton - 457 points
3rd - King John - 443 points
4th - Pope - 384 points



https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=875&type=pdf
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=875&type=pdf

Attendance

Tip of the Week

Every Day Counts: Missing just 2 days a month means a
student misses 10% of the entire school year.

93.9% @ Every day counts!

Thank you 1o our families for supporting excellent sttendance,
WHOLE-SCHOOL ATTERDANCE

THIS WEEK'S CLASS ATTENDANCE
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Classroom Learning

Nursery

This week we have been reading the story Funnybones'. The children enjoyed learning
dancing along to the skeleton dance and learning about the different bones in our
bodies. Our nursery role play area was transformed into a spooky Halloween home and
the children enjoyed dressing up in costumes and making different potions! We have
also been building on our knowledge of number this week, practising how to count to 10
orally, on their fingers and learning how to recognise numerals.

Reception

In Reception this week we have learnt the sounds k, u and b. The children also attempted
to write labels for the animals from the story Funnybones, using their growing phonics
knowledge to hear and record sounds in words.

In maths, we have been comparing different sizes and exploring the language of size. For
example, the children matched objects by giving the big teddy the big cup and the small
teddy the small cup, helping them to understand size relationships.

In RE, we have been learning about special people in our community and discussing the
important roles they play. The children enjoyed painting pictures of these special people.

We have also been working hard on our personal, social and emotional development by
encouraging the children to use their words to express their needs and feelings, use kind
hands and feet, and practise taking turns with their friends. We are very proud of the
progress they are making in becoming kind, confident members of our class community.



https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Nursery&pid=186
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Nursery&pid=186
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Reception&pid=187

Yearl

This week we planned and wrote a first draft of our narrative for our new character,
Fluffy, based on Beegu. We looked at storymaps and time conjunctions to sequence our
writing.

In Maths we began looking at the part whole model in addition and subtraction and how
2 parts make a whole.

In Geography we looked at how we can improve our playground and in Art we used
lines and shapes in pictures for portrait drawings. Well done on your first half term Year
1! Have a wonderful break.

Year 2

This week we looked at features of fact files and wrote our own about bears. In Maths we
looked at shortcuts for subtracting by making 10.
Year 3

This week, the children have been learning about fact files. They were able to choose
their own country and gather interesting facts by using the Chromebooks. In maths, the
children have been exploring different ways to add and subtract numbers.

Year4

This week, Year 4 have been busy embedding their SPaG skills, including using
conjunctions and speech marks accurately. In Maths, they have been revising column
addition, with a particular focus on exchanging. We have now finished our book,
‘Zombierelld’, which the children have absolutely loved. The children also enjoyed taking
part in our Harvest Festival on Wednesday with Reverend Sue, celebrating this special
time of year together.



https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+3&pid=190
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+4&pid=191
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+2&pid=189
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+1&pid=188

Year b

This week, we have been recapping key maths skills, including addition and subtraction,
using the inverse operation to check our answers, and rounding numbers. We applied
these skills to a range of fun spooky-themed word problems, helping us to develop our
reasoning and problem-solving abilities.

In English, we have been writing detailed setting descriptions based on New York City. We
focused on the important skill of zooming into a single part of an image and describing it
in depth, rather than trying to describe everything we could see. This helped us to create
richer and more engaging descriptions for our readers.

In PE, we practised our bunny hops using apparatus set at different heights and levels. We
worked on developing our balance, coordination and confidence when moving between
equipment safely.

In RE, we learned about people who stand up for their beliefs and discussed why it is
important that everyone has the freedom to choose and express their beliefs respectfully.
In Science, we investigated how temperature affects dissolving. Through our experiment,
we discovered that sugar dissolves more quickly in hot water than in cold water, helping
us to understand how temperature can change the rate at which substances dissolve.

Year 6

Year 6 have worked incredibly hard during their first mock SATs week. The tests have been
marked and we have begun to go through them as a class. In writing, we have a started a
new learning journey based on non-chronological reports, using a short video prompt
entitled, The Dreamgiver. On Wednesday afternoon, the Year 6 pupils played an important
part in the Harvest assembly. Every child had a part to play in the 'Harvest News Live'
performance to the rest of the school. There will be homework that will need to be
completed over the half-term holiday. Whilst it is important to rest and enjoy some time off
school, we would like the children to tick along with their learning as we lead up to the SATs
in May.



https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+6&pid=193
https://www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+5&pid=192

HarvestFestival

On Wednesday, the school came together to celebrate Harvest Festival. We were delighted to
welcome Reverend Sue from St Paul's Church, who spoke to the children about the
importance of harvest and sharing with others.

Reverend Sue brought along an apple, which she divided into three equal parts. She invited
children to the front to help demonstrate how one-third of the world’s population receives
two-thirds of the world’s food, highlighting the inequalities that exist around the world.

Some children proudly read aloud poems they had written in class about harvest, while Year
6 performed a short drama piece, offering a creative perspective on the meaning of harvest
and the importance of helping others.

Together, we reflected on the values of kindness, generosity and gratitude, and how we can
show these through our actions. It encouraged us all to appreciate what we have and to
consider how we can support those in need.

Thank you so much for your generous donations of food. Your kindness and support will make
a real difference to those in our local community. All the donated items will be given to the
Runnymede Foodbank, who will ensure they reach the individuals and families who need
them most.

We are incredibly grateful for your generosity and support. Thank you once again.




Thorpe Lea Family (TLF) News

Join the Thorpe Lea Family Team!

We're looking for volunteers to help keep our fantastic TLF community
thriving.

After years of dedication, some of our wonderful committee members
are stepping down due to other commitments. We're now looking for
enthusiastic parents, carers and supporters to help continue the
fantastic work of TLF.

Could you be our next:
&7 Chair
7 Secretary
£ Treasurer
No experience needed, and roles can be shared.
Make a difference for our children
Meet new people
Help organise events and fundraising
TLF AGM
Wednesday 4th November, 5:00pm

To find out more, please contact:
el tif@thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk

¥ New Faces « New Ideas « Same Amazing Community @




ve" Hydration Stations

During the half-term break, we will be
upgrading our external drinking fountains and
installing two brand-new ‘hydration stations’
(see photo). These new stations will make it
much easier for children to refill their water
bottles during break and lunchtime, helping
them to stay hydrated throughout the day.

To support learning and minimise disruption
to lessons, children will be encouraged to top
up their water bottles at break and lunchtime
rather than during lesson time. We will also
continue to provide a drinking fountain for
any children who do not bring a water bottle
to school.

ANIOA TTI=AE3E 330NN

We look forward to unveiling these new
facilities after half term and encouraging
healthy hydration habits across the school!

To complement our new water refill stations, we are pleased to offer 500ml

flip-straw sports bottles for families who would like to purchase one for their
child.

The bottles are available in four colours and can be purchased through your
child's Tucasi account under 'Products’. Each bottle costs £2.00 and will be
available from after half-term.

T
/
To help prevent bottles from being misplaced, we will write your child’s name on the

bottom of the bottle before it is distributed.

We hope these reusable bottles will encourage children to stay hydrated throughout the
school day while supporting our efforts to reduce single-use plastics.




Upcoming Events

From Monday 19" October - Friday 30" October

Half Term

From Monday 2" November - Friday 6" November

SEN Meetings

Thursday 5" November

Year 2 & 5 Fire Safety Visit

Thursday 5" November

Choir Workshop at The Magna Carta School

fIII\I

SEuy For All

‘October ﬂ‘

Holiday Activities
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Frae to sttandl

FACE

Raising Self-Esteem

October Timetable

5 Oct 10am

Supporting Healthy Sleep

5 Oct 7Tpm

Decreasing Depression 6 Oct 10am
Introduction to OCD 6 Oct 7pm
Improving Family Communication 12 Oct 10am

What is ACT? 12 Oct 7pm
Understanding Addictive Behaviour 13 Oct 10am
Supporting a Child with ADHD 13 Oct 7pm
Understanding Anger 19 Oct 10am
Understanding the Teenage Brain 19 Oct 7pm

Supporting Healthy Screen Use

20 Oct 10am

Autism: Improving Communication

20 Oct 7pm

FREE - ADHD and Homework

22 Oct 7-8pm

Facing Defiance

26 Oct 10am

Cannabis & Ketamine Awareness

26 Oct Tpm

School Anxiety

27 Cct 10am

Anxiety Explained

27 Oct 7pm

N

i ‘ﬁlﬁ Runnymede
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' &?{h Family Centre

Half Term
SENSORY ART EXPLORERS

Join us for a fun sensory art session
for families with children

age 3-10 years ‘ H rm
Thursday 22* October SENSORY PLAY SESSION
10:30-11:30am Join us for a fun sensory play session
AT TESCO GOMMUNITY ROOM for families with childran
ADDLESTONE KT15 2AS T age 3-10 years
Far mare information and to book pleste emall Tuasday 27th October
runsgmedetamilgcestregbarnardos org uk 10:30-11:30am
sEoNaE sl Runnymede Famiy Centre
The Poplars, Queen Mary's Drive

BARNARDYS Fr=tu

Mew Haw, KT15 3TT

For mare information and to book plasee email:

runngmedefamilgeestre@barnardos.org.sk
or call 01932 901488

w Runnymede

Family Centre

sential

BARNARDYS =t

Runnymede Family

Centre

Runnymede
Family Centre

Drop=in

Parenting advice and support available from the
Runnymede Family Centre team,
Just drop in and ask for a confidential chat with one of our
family support workers.

* Mondays 10:00 - 12:00 o the Revive Coffee Shop
a5 Guildford Street Chertsay. KT16 gAS

» 2nd Tuesday of the month 10:00 - 12:00 al The Village Centre
Cafe. Victoria Street. Englefield Creen. Egham TW20 00X

«» Fridays 9:00 - 10:00 at Runmymade Family Centra. The Poplars.
Crueen Mary Drive, Now Hing Addlestone, KTis 3TT

Ploase scan the OR code of visil our website (o registor your interest
www.barnardosfamilycentressurrey.org.uk

= ;_ =

BARNARDOS F==alll 28

Runnymede
Family Centre

-

Keeping Your Child in Mind
A course for parents to find new ways to work
together to support growing families.

Do you want to:
* Understand you child’s behaviour?
* Find new ways to deal with challenges?
* Learn how relationships impact children?
* Have a calmer and happier life?

4 week face to face course

Thursdays 7:00pm - 9:00pm
12" Nov - 3" Dec 2026
Please register your interest by email or telephone:

Mnynedzfamﬂyumebarnardos.wg.uk
® 01932901488

oo Runnymede Family Centre (7505
The Poplars, Queen Mary's Drive, New Haw KT15 3TT

BARNARDOS F==




As the weather begins to get colder, a hot school meal can be a
warm and comforting part of your child’s day. Our catering provider,
The Pantry, offers a variety of delicious, freshly prepared meals to help
keep children warm, nourished and ready to learn.

Please see the menu below for the tasty options available each day.

B e e
Date 31 Rog 2 Sep, T* Ot 2 Now, 25 Nov Date T Sep. 5™ Sep. 19 Dct. 3" Nov, Date W® Sep. 5 Oct 26° Oct. B* Now -
Thorpe ¥ Dec, 4 Jan, 25° Jan, B* Feb 30 Now, 1% Dec, TP Jan,  Feb 224Fsb 7 Dec. 28* Dec, 8™ Jan, #* Feb ‘
Lea WEEK1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3
Handmade Margherita Pira with Wedges [BLH) M Cheese (GLA) e Mahents e s wih Bedge (DLW .
BB Qucre Filet with Wedges (GL) Sty B Yogriatie Neodes (5050 Veggie Fart Bae (L)
MONDAY Jnchet Potatoes - Chaese (#0. Beaes or Tana [F) Wasg - Chesse {0 ] Ham, Tora () Jachet Potatoes - Cheese (0 Beans or Tua (Y
e Cruam |14 o1 Fresh Fruk Apple & Radzin Blacu® [GL) o Frech Feult Caraemel Whip (M) or Farsh Fru
Cichen Mt bl s with Tomalo & Bl Sauce & Rice Mild Bewt Onili st h Rice (L) Chichen Kovrmay w h 5 teamed e
Vogan Meathalls with Tomato & il Sauce & Mce(S0) i Veggio Chill with Rce [ 50) (hensy Babed Sioon Duesadila wit Rice (G00)
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Lieemons Dl Cade {GLSU o Fremh Fruk Apphe Crumtle Cake with Cutard IGLRI] o Fress Feuit Paartile Cabear withy Comtand [GLI) or Freesh Fruit
Rt Gameman with Potal oes & Grawy Foarst Chacien Fressst with Potutoes & Gy Park Sausage Rasst with Potatoes & Gravy($L.50.50]
Vogan (amorgan Saeage with Potstoes E Gray [5L) (uor mas with Potatoes & Grary (611510 Vg Sarsace Roast withPetatoes & Gravy (500
WEDNESDAY Juchet Potatoes - Cheese (NI Beans or Tuna (F Winp- Chassa{0L ) Ham, Tuns (7D schat Petators - Cheese (M1). Bears or Tara (1)
Fruity Swrtbroad {BLIor Fresh Fruk Dby Rousm Pots {M] o Fresh Frut Claty Biscust [GL) o Frvsh Fruit
Pastry Toppest Chicken Pie with Sauti Potatoes (GLIY B0 Chichen breast with Tuber Tute Beef Pmta Bolonaime
> Partry Tomasto smace & Dhoess. Pinvwheel, Sauth Pl stoe (510 Handmade Margherits Pleza with Tater Tew (L1 Chersy Prsta “_mm
THURSDAY Wiap - Cheese(L M1 Ham Tera 7 Jochet Potatoes - Cheesa ML Bearms or Tura [F) Winp - Comson (B8} o T ()
" Vigan Fral Jely or Fresh it Vil Cooiche L) er Freesh Fruit Yegan Pardarin .ol or Fassh Frat
T, - e ——
‘h Eimading Frsh Tingers with Chips £ Beans [GLAT) Crizgry Dvichen Bt es with Chips & Bears (0L Orwery Biieed Bt bevredd Fich weth Chips & Beans [BLF1)
Veggie Fingers wish (hips & Boars (5] Crisgey Vegan Nuggyets with Chips & Beare [01) Handmade (heese & Onion Pacty with Chipe K Beana [2L1)
FRH]M' Juthet Petatoes - Chowse (M) Bens o Tosa (F) Wrap - Cheesie [GLM) Hamy Tuna (FI) i Jacket Potatoes - Cheese (ML Boans or Tuna (M
-3 o B
n 4 2 Chocelate Cooie {G1) ¢ Freshi el ] Seiper Dty V1 g ek (51) o Fresh Frul oot § e Sponge (L) or Fresn Fruit
/T r . o
oy - < o= VEGETABLES, SALAD, BREAD, AVAILABLE DAILY . . ¥
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, | Friday 25" September
 Wednesday 7™ October

' Tuesday 13" October
Wednesday 14" October
' Wednesday 14™ October

' Monday 19" October — Friday 30" October

' Monday 2™ November — Friday 6™ November
Thursday 5™ November

' Thursday 5" November

 Wednesday 111" November
Wednesday 11" November

' Thursday 12" November

' Monday 16 November

Thursday 19" November
Wednesday 2™ December
' Monday 7" December
' Tuesday 8 December

 Wednesday 9" December
Thursday 10" December
| Wednesday 16" December

| Friday 18" December
Monday 4" January -
Tuesday 5™ January — Thursday 7™ January

' PTA Cake Sale — After School
Year 5 & 6 to visit Magna Carta School for The |

British Army’s Engagement Ensemble —
Details to follow

' Reception 2027 Open afternoon at 2pm
" Individual and Sibling Photos — Children are

to wear full school uniform

Harvest Festival — Children only
- PTA Halloween Disco Reception — Year 6 —

Details to follow

" Half Term

" SEN Meetings — Details to follow

Year 2 & Year 5 Fire Safety Visit

' Choir Workshop at The Magna Carta School

' Remembrance Day

" Parents Evening 3.40 — 6pm Details to follow

' Parents Evening 3.40 — 6pm Details to follow
" Nursing team to give flu vaccine — Reception

—Year 6

Reception 2027 Open afternoon at 2pm
Christmas Tree Festival — Choir

' Panto to all children in school

" Nursery Nativity Session A & 30 hours

Mursery — Details to follow

' PTA - Elfridges — Details to follow
" Nursery Nativity Session B & 30 hours

MNursery — Details to follow

| Christmas Concert at St Paul's Church —

Details to follow

' End of Term — School will finish at 2.15pm
' Whole School Inset Day - School closed
Nursery Inset Days — Nursery Closed



Creativity Collaboration

Courage <& Respect

ContactUs

The School Office is available 8am -4pm, Monday to Friday. If you require
assistance, please message via the Studybugs App or contact us on:

office@thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk

Thorpe Lea Primary School and Nursery
Huntingfield Way
Egham
TW20 8DY
01784 456398
www.thorpe-lea.surrey.sch.uk
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